Steeple Chimes

November 2020

Monthly Publication by Stockton United Methodist Church, Stockton, MO.

Pastor’s Paragraph
I recently received a letter and packet of materials
from our bishop related to our quadrennial
boundaries training and clergy health as related to
the pandemic and other stressors. There’s nothing
unusual about that. It happens at least every four
years. What I find intriguing are the first two
sentences. “Dear colleagues in Christ, I am very
aware of the strains you are under as you lead
during a pandemic, unemployment-fueled
recession, increasing partisanship and avoiding civil
discourse. The world needs the church more than
ever to offer hope and a third way of being.”
(Bishop Bob Farr)
Bishop Farr’s assessment of our current malaise in
America (and the world) is spot on. Unfortunately,
the same issues the bishop decried are also
prevalent in the church. The bishop did not define
what he meant by “third way of being.” Did he
mean independent as opposed to Democrat or
Republican? Did he mean Libertarian as opposed to
liberal or conservative? Did he mean calmness as
opposed to anger or fear? Does he mean Christian
as opposed to humanistic or secularistic? Perhaps
it’s all of these. Perhaps it’s none of these.
The bishop says three things in this sentence that I
believe are crucial. One, the world needs the
church more than ever. The church needs to quit
fighting among ourselves and take our role
seriously as the conscience of the culture. The
church needs to be the example of sacrifice for the
common good and of peaceful conflict resolution.

Two, the church must offer hope to the world. This
pandemic has caused many churches to become
monasteries. Do we need to be safe? Yes! But we
also need to remember that the gospel is still
“good news.” That the gates of hell still will not
prevail against the church Jesus is building. That we
are still charged to go to the last, the least, and the
lost. And that we still serve the King of kings and
the Lord of lords, at whose name every knee will
bow, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is
Lord to the glory of God.
The third thing is that the church must offer a
different way of being in the world than we are
experiencing right now. The world is broken.
Fortunately, as Christians, we have a healing balm
that can minister to the world’s brokenness. Many
of you remember and quote God’s word to
Solomon at the dedication of the temple: “if my
people who are called by my name humble
themselves, pray, seek my face, and turn from their
wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven, and will
forgive their sins and heal their land.”(2 Chronicles
7:14) The healing of our land will not happen
because a particular political party or person gets
elected to the presidency or the congress. Healing
will come when we repent of our partisanship,
divisiveness, racism, and judgmentalism. Healing
will occur when we who love peace as a concept
also put peace into practice as peace makers.
Romans 12:9-21 gives the best antidote to our
current sickness I have ever seen. “Don’t just
pretend to love others. Really love them. Hate what
is wrong. Hold tightly to what is good. Love each
other with genuine affection, and take delight in
honoring each other.
Continued on page 2
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Pastor’s Paragraph
Continued from page 1
Never be lazy, but work hard and serve the Lord
enthusiastically. Rejoice in our confident hope. Be
patient in trouble, and keep on praying. When
God’s people are in need, be ready to help them.
Always be eager to practice hospitality. Bless those
who persecute you. Don’t curse them; pray that
God will bless them. be happy with who are happy,
and weep with those who weep. Live in harmony
with each other. Don’t be too proud to enjoy the
company of ordinary people. And don’t think you
know it all! Never pay back evil with more evil. Do
things in such a way that everyone can see you are
honorable. Do all that you can to live in peace with
everyone. Dear friends, never take revenge. Leave
that to the righteous anger of God. For the
Scripture say, ‘I will take revenge; I will pay them
back,’ says the Lord. Instead, ‘If your enemies are
hungry, feed them. If they are thirsty, give them
something to drink. In doing this, you will heap
burning coals of shame on their heads.’ Don’t let
evil conquer you, but conquer evil by doing good.”

Blessings!
Pastor Jim

Meals on Wheels
The Meals on Wheels calendar is back to normal.
If you signed up, please double check your times.
If you would like to sign up, please find the list on
the desk in the Welcome Center across from the
coffee bar. We are in need of volunteers.

Susan and Rex Holt are an example for all of us for
humility in service. They moved to Stockton from
Gladstone, MO in April of 2010. Their family
includes two grown children, a son and daughter,
and five grandchildren. Susan says they are "dog
people,” always having a dog, and their home
seems empty without a dog.
Their hobbies are cooking and gardening. Rex loves
to be outdoors, so he does most of the gardening.
Susan really likes to cook. They enjoy cooking
together also, with Rex doing main dishes and
grilling. Susan provides salads, veggies, and
desserts. When their garden produces an
abundance, they work together as a team to work
up the produce.
Church activities are a big part of their life. They
are members of the Good News Sunday School
Class, the Green Team, and working on the
Pollination Garden. Rex is currently Chairman of
Trustees. He may be seen working on the grounds,
changing light bulbs, or keeping check on the aging
appliances of the church. Susan is Treasurer of both
the church and the UMW unit. She can be counted
on to provide financial data quickly when it is
needed. She says the most stressful part of the job
is dealing with forms for payroll where accuracy is
important.
Susan and Rex are indeed true caretakers of the
church facility and finances. They are a great
example of teamwork and devotion to service.
Thank you seems inadequate for all they do, but
we do indeed thank you, Susan and Rex Holt.

Hanging of the Greens
Pamela Griffis, Administrative Assistant

Due to COVID-19, SAMA will not be participating in
the Hanging of the Greens. However, the church
still plans on having the Hanging of the Greens
service Sunday, November 29, at 7 p.m.

Read all about Stockton United Methodist Church at www.stocktonumc.org
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Announcements

ChurchMarvin
Council
Highlights
Manring, Lay Leader
Council convened for a brief meeting at 11:45 a.m.
October 11, 2020
Attendance: Pastor Jim Coffer; Chairman Marvin
Manring; Rex & Susan Holt; Dwain Hammons;
Sherlene Netsch; Sue Webb; Darlene Barker; Doyle
Fry; Ellen Morris; Mitch Ross; Linda Hall.
Marvin called the meeting to order with a prayer
from Jim.
The September 20, 2020 minutes were approved.
(Rex, Susan)
Finance: Susan reported the 9/30/2020 report.
Endowment: Dwain reported an October fund
balance of $53,012. Funds are still available for use.
Trustees: Rex reported that with little use the
refrigerator is still limping along. No meeting is
scheduled.

Place cards for Jim & Tebby in the basket in the
Welcome Area.
Rummage Sale: Is back on track for November.
Darlene has masks and sanitation stations and
limiting to three (3) cashiers.
Electronic Recycle: October 17, 2020
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Jim presented a program
by Franklin Graham “Operation Christmas Child.”
Provided shoeboxes are filled with toys, personal
care, and miscellaneous items. 10 million are
distributed mostly overseas. Boxes will be made
available and are due November 15. Approved.
(Sherlene, Jim)
SAMA Christmas Baskets project is going on for
food and gifts. Applicants must register with a
Pastor or at the library.
All Saints Sunday Communion is November 1.
October 31, Daylight Saving time ends (Fall Back).
We are open for suggestions for safe Community
Thanksgiving Dinner?

Charge Conference Reports: Jim reported Pastoral
Support no increase; Accountable Reimbursement
policy and Nominations report; Care of Members
Report with Rex and Stephanie Fitzpatrick
removed; Lay Servant Report with Mitch as District
lay leader and a lay member of the conference
Board of Ordained Ministry; Housing & Furnishings
Allowance; Pastor Parish reporting Rusty Maggard
retired; Trustee report; Major Improvements the
refrigerator; Endowment $53,012 and Savings
$8,913. The grouped reports were approved. (Sue,
Sherlene) CHARGE CONFERENCE will be virtual
December 1 at the church.

Pastor Jim closed the meeting with prayer.
Linda Hall, Recording Secretary

Pastor Parish Relations: Sherlene scheduled a
meeting in two weeks. The Faithful Servants Sunday
School Class urge others to join them in daily prayer
for our pastor who is retiring in June of 2021 and our
new minister. The new minister report is due to
Bishop Farr December l. Pam is doing a great job in
the office. Pastor Appreciation month is October.

Our current project is to complete 9 quilts for
Division of Family Services, mostly teenagers, for
Christmas gifts. Thank you to all who have helped
with these and other projects.

Next Council Meeting will be held November 15,
2020, following morning services.

Comforter Project News
Jacky Vincent, Comforter Project

The ladies in Comforter Project completed 27 baby
quilts for the Festival of Sharing, delivered to our
regional center, Hood UMC, Republic, in
September. Thank you, Elizabeth Erickson, for
doing that for us.

Read all about Stockton United Methodist Church at www.stocktonumc.org
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Updated Guide to Recycling
Now Available

4
7th Dead Electronics and Appliances
Recycling Drive a Success

Cheryl Y. Marcum, Creation Care Ministry

Janice Dunne, Go Green Recycling Drive Organizer

Pick up your chartreuse green copy of our updated
Guide to Recycling and Reusing in Stockton in the
media rack in the welcome area or the green tub
across the hall from our recycling cabinet. It
contains all of the new recycling opportunities that
you read about in Steeple Chimes articles earlier
this year, plus changes. Be sure to check out the
sections on recycling hair care, skin care, and
cosmetics’ packaging waste through Terracycle.
For your convenience, we again published on the
back page the complete list of items accepted at
the Stockton City Recycling Center and the current
Republic Services’ recycling rules. We are very
proud of Go Green Team member Diedre Senecal,
city recycling director, for virtually eliminating
contamination from our city’s recycling bins by
building relationships and educating recyclers. We
are also grateful to Go Green Team member
Marcia Hornbeck for creating and donating new
signage and a new realtor’s box attached to the
gate where we post copies of our Guide to
Recycling and Reusing in Stockton.

Despite the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic and
rather cool and windy conditions, on Saturday,
October 17, an incredible group of 17 masked and
safety conscious volunteers and a Meredith
Recycling Company staff of four gathered in the
church parking lot to conduct our rescheduled
recycling drive. We welcomed four new volunteers
and served 107 households.

The list of items accepted in our SUMC recycling
cabinet is posted on the cabinet door. The list
changes from time to time. Please check it before
your leave items in the cabinet and do not leave
items that do not appear on the list.
When we recycle, we imitate God’s creation design.
Thank you for recycling as an act of discipleship.

Operation Christmas Child
Pamela Griffis, Administrative Assistant

Operation Christmas Child is a program headed by
Franklin Graham that currently works in more than
100 countries. The shoeboxes are filled with toys,
personal care items, and miscellaneous items. The
shoeboxes are available in the Welcome Area on a
table near the west sanctuary door. Boxes will need
to be back at the office on November 15. If you have
any questions, contact the office.

We loaded 511 tallied items for transport to
Meredith Recycling in Montrose, where they will
be sorted for reuse or dismantled for recycling or
appropriate disposal. Team members will distribute
other items, such as 68 pounds of small batteries, a
5.25-inch stack of CDs, cardboard packaging, plastic
bags, and a 4x4x8 container of EPS foam to other
regional recyclers.
The Go Green Team participates in several
activities each year that focus on reducing, reusing
or recycling to protect and preserve God’s creation.
We appreciate the support of our congregation and
thank all of our volunteers for the manner in which
they individually and collectively worked so
diligently and cheerfully to make this drive a
success.

Steeple Chimes Going Digital
Starting in January 2021, the Steeple Chimes
newsletter will become digital. All members and
friends for whom we have email address will
receive their newsletter in this manner. Paper
copies will still be printed and available for pickup
at the church. If you would still like to receive your
copy by mail, notify the church office at (417) 2764717 and it will be mailed to you via first class
postage.

Read all about Stockton United Methodist Church at www.stocktonumc.org
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All Saints’ Day
Pamela Griffis, Administrative Assistant

On Sunday, November 1, 2020, during our 10:45
a.m. services, we will be celebrating All Saints’ Day.
The Sunday closest to November 1 is an occasion to
remember those in the Christian faith who have
died in the Lord.
During worship we will be remembering those of
our congregation who have died since All Saints
Day 2019-2020. We will also recognize those
honored with memorial gifts in the last year.

United Methodist Women
Semi-Annual Rummage Sale
Darlene Barker, Rummage Sale Coordinator

Attention new hours! Entrance at office doors and
exit at parking lot doors should help with crowd
control. Masks optional.
The United Methodist Women hope to see you at
their fall rummage sale at these days and times in
the Family Life Center:
Monday, November 2, 9 a.m.- 6 p.m.
Donations welcome, workers set up sale
Tuesday, November 3, 9 a.m.- 6 p.m.
Donations welcome
Wednesday, November 4, 9 a.m.- 6 p.m.
SALE
Thursday, November 5, 9 a.m.- 6 p.m. SALE
Friday, November 6, 9 a.m.-6 p.m. SALE
Saturday, November 7, 9 a.m.- noon SALE
Cleanup help needed after Saturday sale, all handson board. Box or bag leftover items, no heavy
lifting.
Note: We cannot accept mattresses, box springs,
heavy exercise equipment, heavy metal desks, CRT
or TV.

Thank you all for your help! UMW would not have
the money to support community groups and their
charity activities without the Biannual Rummage
Sale

Pollinator Victory Garden
Rita Higley, Go Green Team

The Church Council has approved the plan for a
Pollinator Victory Garden at the south side of the
parking spaces, in a part of the empty lot. This has
been on the back burner for several years. Diedre
Senecal, Susan Holt, and I have stepped up as
Project Leaders to get this accomplished. The plans
are to create a habitat for butterflies, bees,
hummingbirds, and other pollinators in a more
formal garden setting so that the community can
utilize the space for prayer/meditation, education,
and the enjoyment of nature. With pollinators in
decline due to construction, widespread use of
pesticides and climate change, as Christians we are
charged to take care of the planet, including these
small creatures.
We’ll be working on a shoestring budget and plan
to ask our Church members for donations of
flowering plants and assorted hardscapes (bricks,
edging, statues or other garden elements with a
Christian or naturalist nature (sorry no gnomes),
large and small rocks, stepping stones, etc.) actually anything you have lying around your
property that you have no use for and you think
could be incorporated into the garden.
So, start looking around and if you see something
you have that you would like to donate, please
send me an email describing the item, along with a
picture if possible. If it is a flowering plant, please
also include where it is growing on your property
(N, E, S or W side of your house or out in the
open... shady, sunny, or partial shade.) More
information will be provided next month as we
embark on this project. My email is
thankful4oils@gmail.com. Happy hunting!

Read all about Stockton United Methodist Church at www.stocktonumc.org
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Recycle All Light Bulbs, All Political
Yard Signs, November 15, 18
Cheryl Y. Marcum, Creation Care Ministry

For the sixth year, SUMC is participating in America
Recycles Day, a nationwide initiative every
November 15 by Keep America Beautiful.
Recycle all kinds of residential bulbs and political
yard signs (steel stands, paper, and plastic signs) on
Sunday, November 15, 9:30-10:45 a.m. or the
following Wednesday, November 18, 2-4 p.m. Only
two kinds of bulbs require fees:
• florescent tubes⎯$1/tube
• compact fluorescents (CFLs)
• incandescent
• halogen
• light emitting diodes (LEDs)
• metal halide⎯$2.50/bulb
Drive into the east portico for a masked Go Green
Team volunteer to safely collect your bulbs and
signs from your trunk or back seat. Please stay in
your car and do not unload them yourself.
Carefully bag each CFL and metal halide bulb in a
sealed zip-lock bag, one per bag. Save your brandnew bags and chose to use good used zip-lock bags
available in the welcome area the first two Sundays
in November.
Transport florescent tubes in the box the new ones
came in (you can take your box back home) or
carefully wrap them in newspaper or other
protective material so they cannot slide out.
We cannot accept broken bulbs. For safety, we
cannot store bulbs in the church at any other time,
so please drop them off only on these days.

Pamela Griffis, Administrative Assistant

Happy Veterans Day to our service men and
women, both past and present. There is nothing I
can say that can describe how amazed I am by your
dedication. You have sacrificed so much for our
great nation. For your bravery and service, I want
to recognize each of the following branches:
• Air Force: Thank you for aiming high — and
always staying ready to fly, fight, and
win…worldwide.
• Army: Honoring your service which reflects
the long, proud, distinguished legacy of the
U.S. Army.
• Coast Guard: With deep appreciation for
your vigilant defense of our shores…and
beyond!
• Marine: Saying thanks to one of the few
and the proud is more than just a privilege.
It is an honor. Semper Fi!
• Navy: With gratitude for your role in
protecting the sea lanes…and safeguarding
America’s freedom abroad.

Reminder: Daylight Saving
Pamela Griffis, Administrative Assistant

The bad news is: It’s going to get dark earlier. The
good news is: You get an extra hour of sleep!
Daylight Saving Time ends Sunday, November 1 at
2 a.m. Don’t forget to “Fall Back!”
“An extra yawn one morning in the springtime, an
extra snooze one night in the autumn is all that we
ask in return for dazzling gifts. We borrow an hour
one night in April; we pay it back with golden
interest five months later.” - Winston Churchill

Read all about Stockton United Methodist Church at www.stocktonumc.org
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November Calendar of Special Events
Current as October 29, 2020. For updates, visit www.stocktonumc.org/calendar
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

1
2 a.m. DLS
9:45a.m. SS
10:45a.m WC/S

2
9 -10a.m.
Exer-Rm.206
9a.m.-6p.m.
FLC-RS Set Up,
Donations
Welcome

8
9:45a.m. SS
10:45a.m WC/S

Wednesday

3
9a.m.-6p.m.
FLC-RS
Donations
Welcome

9

Thursday

4
9a.m.-6p.m.
FLC-RS Sale
6-10p Rm. 100

10

9 -10a.m.
Exer-Rm.206

11
3-5p.m.RLB/EP
6-10p. Rm. 100

9:30a.m.
CP Rm. 100

15
9:30-10:30a.m.
RLB/EP
9:45a.m. SS
10:45a.m WC/S
11:45a.m.
CCM/Rm 203

Saturday

5
7a.m-5p.m.
WIC-Rm. 100
9 -10a.m.
Exer-Rm.206
9a.m.-6p.m.
FLC-RS Sale

6
9a.m.-6p.m.
FLC-RS Sale

9a.m.-Noon
FLC-RS Sale

Pastor’s
Personal Day
Office Closed

6-10p Rm. 100

12
7 a.m-5 p.m.
WIC-Rm. 100

7

13
Pastor’s
Personal Day
Office Closed

14
6-10p Rm. 100

9 -10a.m.
Exer-Rm.206

16

17

9 -10a.m.
Exer-Rm.206

22
9:45a.m. SS
10:45a.m WC/S

Friday

18
9a.m.-2p.m.
TT Rm. 100
2-4p. RLB/EP
6-10p. Rm. 100

23

24

9 -10a.m.
Exer-Rm.206

25
6-10p. Rm. 100

19
7 a.m-5 p.m.
WIC-Rm. 100

20
Pastor’s
Personal Day
Office Closed

21
6-10p Rm. 100

9 -10a.m.
Exer-Rm.206

26
Office Closed

27
Pastor’s
Personal Day
Office Closed

28
6-10p Rm. 100

9:30a.m.
CP Rm. 100

29
Advent One
9:45a.m. SS
10:45a.m WC/S
7 p.m. HOTGS

30
9 -10a.m.
Exer-Rm.206

KEY
SS-Sunday School WC-Worship Celebration S-Sanctuary W-Welcome Area
E-Education Wing CCM-Church Council Meeting FLC-Family Life Center
LSHF-Lake Stockton Healthcare Facility CP-Comforter Project
TT-Tomorrow’s Treasures RS-Rummage Sale DLS-Daylight Saving
RLB/EP-Recycle Light Bulbs/East Portico HOTGS-Hanging of the Greens Serv.
Exer. - Exercise
Read all about Stockton United Methodist Church at www.stocktonumc.org

November 2020

Stockton United Methodist Church
November Calendar of Events
Current as of October 29, 2020. For updates visit www.stocktonumc.org/calendar

Special Events
 November 1, (Sunday) Daylight Savings “Fall Back”
 November 1, (Sunday) All Saints Day
 November 4-7, (Wednesday -Saturday) UMW Rummage Sale Family Life Center
9 a.m.-6 p.m. Wednesday- Friday; 9 a.m.-Noon Saturday.
 November 15, (Sunday) Operation Christmas Child box drop off
 November 15 & 18, (Sunday, Wednesday) Annual Light Bulb Recycling Drive for America Recycles Day/
East Portico
 November 29, (Sunday) Hanging of the Greens at 7 p.m.
Hanging of the Greens SAMA will not be participating in this event this year due to COVID-19.
United Methodist Women Will resume meeting the second Tuesday in November.
United Methodist Men Will not meet until further notice.

Mark Your Calendar Beyond November . . .
January 2021 Steeple Chimes going digital.

Remember in Your Prayers
November (2 Weeks)
“Alex”; Autumn Braden; Brooklynn Braden; Whitney Braden; Barbra Cook and Family; Gibson Family; Donna Hines;
Barbara Martin; Bailey Pardee’s Family; Jessy Pritchett; Taytum Pritchett; Nancy Schulze; Paula Walters; Carl
Wilcocksun; Kathrine Wilcocksun; 2020 Election; Health of Candidates; Health of Election Workers; Peace

Long-Term Needs
Betty Anthony; Michael Anthony; Rick Ayers; Roger Behrens; Carrie Blakley; Rose Mary Clemons; Howard
Coambes; Tebby Coffer; Harold Cross; Jay Cross; Phyllis Ewing; Agena Farmer; Larry Gibson; Amanda Gustin;
Charlotte Haden; Carolyn Hall; Haralson Family; Jeanette Helter & family; Leonard Hopkins ll; Family of Doug
Hufferd; Duane Hubbard; Monda Jeffreys; John Lehman; Pastor Jason Mabry; Jane Mills; Mary Ann Manring; Gary
Maugh; Charlie McGinty; Vicki McNellis; Debbie Miller; Carol Montgomery; Rose Mary Owens; Nick Pardee; Todd
Pardee; Pat Patterson; Sara Poppa & Family; Bill Seibel; Eli Smith; Stockton Assembly of God; Stop the Violence;
Stewart & Angela Thomson; Nancy Toombs; Michael Tunnell; Sheila Wallace; Stacy Watson; Sue Webb; Steve
Woody; Teresa Woody; Roy (Linda Hall’s nephew)

If you need prayer or to add someone to our Prayer List please contact the office via phone, email, or mail.

Financial Report Church Financial Information
Full financial reports are in the church office and are available to any church member or
constituent upon request (in person or by mail)

Read all about Stockton United Methodist Church at www.stocktonumc.org
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The Mailbox
SAMA Christmas Basket
Birthdays and Anniversaries
Happy Birthday! Blessed Anniversary!
Personal information not included in Web Steeple
Chimes

SAMA Stockton Christmas Basket program is going
on for food and gifts. Applicants must register with
a Pastor or at the library. Applications are due no
later than November 20, 2020.
All donations to this program, both large and small,
are sincerely appreciated and all are tax deductible.
If you are able to make a contribution, we ask you
to please make your check payable to “Stockton
Christmas Baskets” and mail to:
Stockton Christmas Baskets
P.O. Box 171
Stockton, MO 65785

Servants
Liturgist: Wanda Cassell
Sunday Morning Greeters: Lynn/Elizabeth Erickson

SAMA Food Pantry

Stockton Area Chamber
of Commerce
As we have in past years, we are working on 40
appreciation gift bags for our local law
enforcement officers/staff to present in November
to this group of individuals. The bags will include
everything from Chap Stick, 5-hr Energy, granola
bars, sanitizer, chewing gum, candy, discount
coupons, tissues, and etc.
All donations can be dropped off at SUMC office or
at the Stockton Area Chamber of Commerce no
later than November 12.

November Needs: Rice, dry
beans, toilet paper

Read all about Stockton United Methodist Church at www.stocktonumc.org
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