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: = comfortable meeting in the physical building.
;# 'l Word From There are some who do not feel comfortable
L\é\) he Pastor being with others in the confined space of the

church facility. Still others prefer to meet with

Pastor O0s Par agr atpf) fhurch online, including some who will
neverenter the door of our church, but are

Hebrews 1022 5 says, “ Let u sheverihelegs tquehediby ourgninistry.
the confession of our hope without wavering,
for he who has promised is faithflnd let us
consider how to provoke one another to love
and good deedsnot neglecting to meet

Do you know what the common denominator
is? They are al/l part of
i ssue is not whether alll

together, as is the habit of sombut lt's how can we s tay conn
encouraging one another, and all the more as anothgr. I'sense from our online VIewers th?‘t

you see the Day approa ?eﬂ]el 'fﬂs II_a slf[roqg %e{;]se gfgrc])gr}e%u%r_llvylth

have used this verse to encourage (or should | oth o ﬁlf on]lne .‘"Im h 0s Wbo wors "2 'g

say implore!) church folks to be faithful in person. LIk a family who may be separate

their attendance to the physical services held by distance or ability, the familgiqurch)

in the church building. still believe that is a remains intact and a vita

valid interpretation. l'ife. St. Paul said it we
we have many members, and not all the

However, over the past few months, if the members have the same functiosp we,

pandemic has taught us anything, it is that who are many, are one body in Christ, and

the normal metrics for assessing church individually we are membersondo anot her . ”

attendance and partici Our
conference was slowly moving towardigig
some validity to digital attendance before the
pandemic. Now we are fully embracing it.
Prior to the pandemic we were live streaming

the sermons only on Facebook Live. We had As our communion liturgy instructs us, if you

go?v;[/hé—:‘tr?ernyoudatoterr]]d int pergoﬁ gr l)nYin'e,

whether you are a member, attender, visitor
or not a member, you are welcome here at

Stockton United Methodist Church.

been doing this for a couple years. With the are willing to move closer to Christ, you are
onslaught of the pandemic we ban welcome here. Not everything may count for
streaming theentire service. Our viewership statistical reports, BUT YGZANCOUNT TO
on Facebook jumped from 480 to between GOD AND IN THE BODY OF CHRIST!
1252 00. As you can see, that’s about two to
three times our average attendance before Blessings!

the pandemic shut down. )
Pastor Jim

All of this forces us to think about what it
means to le the church in the midst of a
pandemic. There are folks who are
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PastoQ & w:Sigephited that currently
Biblestudy classes have not been planned for
the fall. This year Church Conference will be
virtual only meeting.

Church Counéiighlights

CommunityOutreach: Marvin reported

Marvin Manring, Lay Leader several volunteeredo prepare bags for
Council convened for a brief meeting at 11:45  teachers.Treats will be prepared for the bus
a.m.August 16 2020 drivers.This is in lieu of the teacher breakfast

normally served at the beginning of the
Attendance: Pastor Jim Coffer; Chairman school year.

Marvin Manring; Dwaitdammons; Sherlene
Netsch; Darlene Barker; Sue Webb; Doyle Fry;
Ellen Morris; Elizabeth Erickson; Mitch Ross.

UMW RUMMAGE SALEarlene reported
plans for this fals rummage sat€®ctober4
through October 10Set up will be Monday
Pastor Jim opened the meeting with prayer and TuesdayOpen for sales Wednesday
and a “typiPcal meet i ng ThursdayFridaydam to6p.m., Saturdayd
a.m.till noon.New hours and entrance at

Thefinancial reportwvas accepted. (Doyle, office doors and exit at parking lot doors

Sherlene) should help with crowd control. bbks
optional. Workers sign upJMW support

TheJuly 19 minutesvere approved. (Dwain, local needs!

Sherlene)

Having the rummage sale is dependent on
having enough volunteer help necessary to

Trustees:None were present]im reported handle the sale

the refrigerator is still limping along.

Pastor Parish RelationSherlene reported Pastor Jim closed the meeting with prayer.

nothing new.The secretariad0-day Linda Hall, Recording Secretary
evaluation is due September 15.

Technical Mitch reported the wing speakers

are not working and so the center speaker is \
loud. The technician will work on Ttuesday
August 25, 2020

Mitch questionedIf we have anothetvirus M E E ‘ ‘ N G

shut down,” will we wa
online presentationSome chuches have

increased their “attend&tsucMektng il b€ RelB&piaAberd
video equipmentAurora has tripled their 20, 2020Following morning services.
viewers.Aurora and Monett are recipients of

conference grant money that was available.
They invested @ thousand dollars in
equipment.Jim says we have2h-200service
attendance viewers offracebook
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God in the Dark

New Fall Sermon Series: The Canforter Projectwill begin meeting in
) Septemberon thesecond and fourth

GQd in the Dark ~ Mondays of the month at 9:30 a.nm room
During September and October Pastor Jim will 19

preach a series of sermons which highlight

some of the great night scenes in tBéble.
Even though we go through dark times in our PHRKING I.OT CHURCH

lives, we can rest assured that Godavith us

in the dark! Sermons will explore Nicoderhus SERV|CE
coming to Jesmaghtbey ni g

betrayal, Jacobwr est | i ng wi t h

rebellion before conque t , Peter’s

denial. The Rich Fool"’

the disciples’ night o
and the night that never shall be. Each

message will begin in the daiik order to

bring us to the light of God in Christ.

Parking lot service is now available on 88.5
FM. For best reception please park in the East
or West parking lots.

sTonys T

Pl ease share your stor
you were being the Chu

months away. We would love to hear from :
you. Submit your stories via email or mail. We
will compile an article about your stories in Annual Black Walnut Festival Septembet 24

our OctoberSteeple Chimes. through September 26

Read all about Stockton United Methodist Church atwww.stocktonumc.org  Septembe2020
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TIMOTHY
KELFER

LIGHT

Do you remember times in the past that we
called “normal”? 1| f so, vy
remember the petite blond lady who could be

seen neathe fellowship refreshment bar.

New Study BeginsThursday, Sepimber10,

2020 atlO0a.m. Marica Hornbeck gave ggngrously of her time
and resources for this activity. When church
Book Cost$11.00 members “forgot” to sighn
providing snacks, Marcia frequently provided
LeadersPastor Jim CofféMitch Ross food herself.
*Sigrt up sheetavailable in the welcome In addition, Marcia is a membef the Green
area. Please sign up ASAP Team, Prayer Shawl Ministry, and changes the

messages on the church sign. She helps the

It is commonly thought in secular society that church by volunteering wherever there is a

the Bible is one of the greatest hindrances to

doingjusticel sn’ t it full ofn?eg'gressive Vi ews ?
Didn’t it condone sl aVv awayfromchurch, Marcia lives alone. She
IOOk to the B|b|e for gUidance on hOW to have Operates a successful business’ Signs and
a more just societyBut Timothy Keller, Designs, from her home. She maintains a
pastor of New Yor k Cit healthy lifestyle by exercising, eating a
Presbyterian Church, challenges these vegetarian diet, and gardening.

preconceived beliefand presents the Bible

as a fundamental source for promoting justice ~ Thank you, Marcia, for all you have done and
and compassion for those in nedd. continue to do for thechurch, even in these
Generous Justiche explores a life of justice unusual times.

empowered by an experience of grace: a

generous, gracious justice.

This book offers readersreew understanding
of modern justice and human rights that will
resonate with both the faithful and the
skeptical.
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NRUMMAGE]

SALE HELPERS NEEDED!

If you can help, please sign up in the welcome
area. If you have any questions or concerns,

please contact the office or Darlene Barker.

A

deliver a difference

The Meals on Wheels calendar is back to
normal. If you signed uplease double check
your times. If you would like to sign up,
please find the list on the desk in the
Welcome Center across from the coffee bar.

e
‘R;

Become a
Meals on
' Wheels
' Volunteer!

=)
United Methodist Women

SemiAnnualRummage Sale
Darlene BarkerRummage Sale Coordinator

Attention new hoursEntrance at office
doors and exit at parking lot doors should
help with crowd control. Masks optional.

The United Methodist Women hope to see
you at their fall rummage sale at these days
and times in the Family Life Center:

P Monday, October 5, 9 a.m:6 p.m.
Donations welcome, workers set up sale

P Tuesday, October. 6, 9 a.m6 p.m.
Donations welcome

PWednesday, October 7, SALE
9am.-6 p.m.

P Thursday, October8, SALE
9a.m.-6p.m.

P Friday, October 9, SALE
9a.m.-6 p.m.

P Saturday, October 10, SALE
9 a.m.-noon

Cleanup help needed after Saturday sale, all
handson board.Box or bag leftover items,on
heavy lifting.

Note: We cannot accept mattresses, box
springs, heavy exercise equipment, heavy
metal desks.

Thank you all for your helpy MW would not
have the money to support community
groups and their charity activities without
biannual Rummage Sale

Read all about Stockton United Methodist Church atwww.stocktonumc.org  Septembe2020
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A Prayer for My Grandchildren

Tag: This prayer was written by United
Methodist grandmother Bilha Alegria.

In Proverbs 17:6, we areminded,

"Children’s children are a crown to the aged."
This short reflection lifts up the hopes and
prayers that grandparents have for their
grandchildren daily.

This is prfect for sharing any time of year, in
settings like worship, Sunday school oradim
group, or just sharing with your loved ones.
The U.S. celebratgsrandparents Dagach
year on the first Sunday after Labor Day.

Dear Lord and Creator of All,

As | watch mgrandchildren grow, | pray to
you to protect them from any danger.

Watch over them so they never know want or
hunger and thank You for the blessings of
love, life, and their daily meals.

Guide their actions so they get along with all
persons they meet inheir journey.

Guide their actions so that they are courteous
and friendly. Instill in them a desire to learn
so they can be informed and help others.

When they grieve, whether for a pet or any
member of the human family, help them
know that death and dyings part of our life.

| thank you for their lives and for the blessings
they bring to me daily.

Amen.

6

28 Day Covid® Prayer Calendar
Day Focus Book
Chapter/Verse Quotation

Day1 SicknessJames 5:14 et the elders
anoint and pray for those who are sick

Day 2Death John 14A place is prepared for
us...do not be troubled

Day 3FamiliesIsaiah 35:4Be strong,

do not fear

Day 4Nurses Isaiah 40:281, God will bear
you up, you will run and not be weary

Day 5Doctors Jeremiah 1:8Do not be afraid,
| am with your and will rescue you

Day 6CaregiversJeremiah 29:111 3, Plans

for you, a hope, and a future

Day 7Isolated Romans 5:13, Suffering,
perseverance, character, & hope

Day 81st RespondersGalatians 5:223,

Fruits of the Spirit; love joy, peace, patience,
kindnessgoodness, faithfulness, gentleness,
and selfcontrol

Day 9ShopkeepersEphesians 4:3Be kind

to one another, tendeihearted,forgiving

Day 10Students Philippians 1:3%, God who
began a good work in you will complete it
Day 11ResearchersPhilippians3:12-14
Pressing toward the mark

Day 12Parents Philippians4:12-13 We can
do all things through Christ who

strengthens us

Day 13Children Colossians 3:124, Be
clothed with compassion, kindness, patience
Day 14PastorsPsalm 119:10850 d ’ s
a lamp to our feet, a light to our path

Day 15TeachersProverbs 3:5, Trust in the
Lord..l et God direct
Day 16LonelinessProverbs 12:2bAnxious
heart weighs a person down; a kind word
cheers us up

Continued on pag&0
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Stockton United Methodist Chur7

SeptembeCalendar of Events
SEPTEMBER Current as oAugust 27,2020For updates visilvww.stocktonumc.org/calendar

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5
. 6p.m-10p.m. 0AOOI 06 ¢ 6p.m-10p.m.
o Rm. 100 Personal Day Rm. 100
Office Closed
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
9:45 a.m. 6p.m-10p.m. 10a.m. 0AOOI 06 ¢ 6p.m-10p.m.
Sunday School Rm. 100 Generous Personal Day Rm. 100
10:45 a.m. Justice Study Office Closed
Worship L B@R Rm. 203
Celebration/S ==Dey-<
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
9:45 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 6p.m-10p.m. 10a.m. 0AOOT 08 ¢ 6p.m-10p.m.
Sunday School | Comforter Rm. 100 Generous Personal Day Rm. 100
10:45 a.m. Project Justice Study Office Closed
Worship Rm. 100 Rm. 203
Celebration/S
" OAT APAC
Day
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
9:45 a.m. 6p.m-10p.m. 10a.m. 0AOOT 08 ¢ 6p.m-10p.m.
Sunday School . Rm. 100 Generous Personal Day Rm. 100
10:45 a.m. $ o+ Justice Study
Worship M e [ Rm. 203 Office Closed 9a.m-11p.m.
Celebration/S /a 11a.m-9p.m. BWF
11:45a.m. % o 1lam-9p.m. BWF
CCM/Rm 203 BWF
27 28 29 30
9:45 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 6p.m-10p.m.
Sunday School | Comforter Rm. 100
10:45 a.m. Project
Worship Cel/S | Rm. 100
e o W
‘*?}"43%”
KEY

E-Education Wing OT-Orleans Trail Marina W-Welcome Area
CCMChurch Council Meeting FLGFamily Life Center SSanctuary
LSHFLake Stockton Healthcare FacilityBWF-Black Walnut Festival

Read all about Stockton United Methodist Church atwww.stocktonumc.org  Septembe2020
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Stockton United Methodist Chure

SeptembeCalendar of Special Events
SEPTEMBER CurrentasAugust 27, 2020For updatesvisit www.stocktonumc.org/calendar

Special Events

I September 24261 Black Walnut Festivgbckton City Park
Thursday 11a.mOp.m.; Friday 11a.r@p.m.; Saturday 9a.rllp.m.

I United Methodist Mewiill not meet until fall.
| United Methodist Wom&in not meet until fall.

Mark Your Calendar Bey®sgtember . . .

1 Prayer Shawl Ministry
Tentatively resuming in October. Keep an eye out for updates.

I October @aturdayp a.m- Noon Hunter Education Cl&ssiily Life Center
1

October 40 (WednesdaySaturday UMW Rummage Salmily Life Center
9 a.m:6 p.m. WednesdayfFriday.9 a.m-Noon Saturday.

Remember in Your Prayers

September (2 Weeks)

Brian & Anna AbbottLaura BlevinsSara Poppa & Famillgamily of Willie Griffif?astor JasoMabry;
Nick PardeeNewly ordained & Commissioned Pastdgl SeibelEli Smith;

LongTerm Needs

Betty Anthony; Michael Anthony; Rick AyedRsiger BehrensZarrie BlakleyRandy Bland Family
Howard Coambegs;ebby Coffer; Harold Crosky Cros$?hyllisEwing; Agena Farmer; Larry Gibson
Carolyn Hallt.inda Hall; Haralson Family; Leonard Hopkinddinda Jeffreys; Mary Ann Manring;
Gary Maugh; Charlie McGinty; Vicki McNellis; Debbie Miller; Carol MontgoBigeylene Netsch;
Rose Mary Owend\ick Pardee; Pat Patterso@Ghristine Reynold$yancy ToomlgsMichael Tunnell,
Stacy WatsonSue Webb; Steve Woody; Teresa Woody;

T If you need prayer or to add someone to our Prayer List please contact the office via phone, ¢

Fnancial Report EOOAE &ET AT AEAT )1 £ O

T Full financial reports are in the church office and are available to any church member or con
request (in person omigil)

Read all about Stockton United Methodist Church atwww.stocktonumc.org  Septembe2020
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The Mailbo: '”

Belize fJ '

The schools were v

to open Agust10

but the increase in GVIDB19 virus around the
country has shut down schools once

again. Belizehave also quarantined complete
villages with armed forces to keep them in
their area. The airportsscheduled to open
August 15 are not opening AmericanAirlines
hasthreatened to stop coming to Belize until
2021 or maybe not at allWe are expecting
them to do a shuin of the country and we
have prepared for this to occur.

Sparksworldwide.org organization has blessed

a family/friends of ours of 7 with disabled
children with a new homeWe are hoping to
start painting the inside of this home this
Saurday. It has been raining everyday which
has made the progress slovt will be placed
on their property very soon and we are so
excited to be a partfothis wonderful gift by
coordinating the purchase and placement of
it. Thank you Sparksworldwide!

At Camp Se Konsd#luilding continues!

The bathhouse building is almost complete
however, the septic, toilets, and sinks will
have to wait. The finanes that we thought
would bring us to thi
didn't do so. The costs of supplies being
shipped has increased so much after the
pandemic and our estimate was quite a bit
off. But we are thankful for all that has been
accomplishedCompeted: building, and
purchase of paint (soon to be painted inside
and out),windows, ancklectricity (all wiring
run) great accomplishment!

FirstDorm is complete!! and looks beautiful!
The sheep were being attacked by bats

night. We thought they vere dying ofabies,
(lost 3) and we even started ouabiesshots

until we
received the
lab results
of neativel
Praise the
Lord! We
still have no
idea what
was wrong
with the ’
sheep.We &4 : e R
lost 4chickens the same week and Ezekiel
had to go to thedoctor for open sores on his
legs (slowly healing)You could say our faith
was growing, painfully. God is still on the
throneand we are blessed!

Even with theCOVIBL9 Dana still travels
around and teaches mamago--be, labor
and deliverytechniques, to help them with
natural childbirth (only thing done here).

Continued on pag&0
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The Mailbox = ! Day 23Elderly Psalm 91God holds and

: " protects you.
Belize L~ Day 24Anger Philippians 4:8Whatever is
Continuedrom page9 ‘

true, noble right, pure, lovely, admirable
_ _ _ Day 25GrandparentsHebrews 12:1
We realize with every meal wé slown to,

4 Surrounded by a cloud of
every employedworking at Camp Se Konsa) race. ..
that takes home a paycheck to feed their Day 26Fear Isaiah 41:10Do not f ear ..l
family, and every new mama that receives a uphold you
gift for her and her baby is because of your Day 27New Life Luke 24:6He is not
sacrifices to our ministryPlease know that here.He risen
we understand some of you aren't able to Day 28Restoration Psalm 23God leads
give at thigime, but if you are abléo, we beside still waters.and

greatly appreciate it.

God bless you and your family with great
health and peace as we watch this pandemic
play out.

Love in Christ ‘
WE'RE LOOKING FOR
VOLUNTEERS!

Emmons Family in Belize

https://campsekonsa.com/donate

28 Day Covi® Prayer Calendar
Day Focus Book

Chapter/Verse Quotation
Continuedrom page6

Day 17NewlywedsPsalm 37:4, Desires of
your heart, commit ways to him
Day 18TechniciansMatthew 11:28 Come

those who are weary, | give rest, OFFERING COUNTERS NEEDED:
my burden is easy 6-8 WEEK ROTATION

Day 19GowernmentLeadersNehemiah 6:16

Al did their part.. it DEPENDING ON THE NUMBER
of God OF VOLUNTEERS

D :
eor o o dlamayed e CONTACT BRENDA WOODRELL FOR MORE
INFORMATION AT 417-955-0463

Day 21CongregationsPsalm 46:110,God is
our refuge & strength...Be still...

Day 22Military: Joshua 1:%, God will not
leave or forsake you, be strong and
courageous

Read all about Stockton United Methodist Church atwww.stocktonumc.org  Septembe2020
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The Mailbo: | =~
Enjoying being a ~

part of the flock Q

on-line and Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday,
Thursday, and Sundaym. Thanking our Lord
for that capability.

A letter from Anna Laura

[/
& ,

The family of Willie Griffis thanks you for your
kind expression of sympathy. Thank you so
much for the Prayer Shawl. We appreciate
your prayers and concern for all of us.

A letter from the Griffis Family

STOCKTON R-1

SCHOOL DISTRICT

HOME OFTHE TIGERS

We want to give a big Thank You to the
Stockton Methodist Church! They sent a bag
of treats for each staff member to enjoy as
they spend extra hours preparing for school
to start. We appreciate youhoughtfulness!
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September

Birthdays and Anniversaries
Happy Birthday! Blessed Anniversary!

1. Dorothy Venable
3. Aaron Lakin
Jim & Tebby Coffer
4. Ted Woodrell
Emily Lowe
5. Rusty Maggard
6. Joyce Emmons
Kat & Scott Emmert
8. Hailey Bone
Tonya Niermann
9. Linda Throne
11. McKenzie Kyle
12. Paul Stockton
18. Teresa Farwell
19. Jim Nail
23. Pat Wilkinson
24. Rick Spiker
26. Deb Stockton
30. Kevin Skelton

Servants

Liturgist MarciaHornbeck

Sunday Morning Greeters:
John & ElleMorris

SAMA Food Pantry

SeptemberNeeds Canned

@

(tuna/luncheonmeat)

Read all about Stockton United Methodist Church atwww.stocktonumc.org  Septembe2020
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