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One of my favorite stories in the Old Testament is 
the story of David and Goliath. You can find this 
ǎǘƻǊȅ ƛƴ м {ŀƳǳŜƭ мтΦ ²Ƙƻ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǘǊǳŜ 
underdog story? You recall that Israel was at war 
with their constant nemesis, the Philistines. This 
showdown was almost like a WWE wrestling match 
except someone at the end would die. The 
Philistines put up their champion, a giant named 
Goliath who was over nine feet tall, heavily armed, 
ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ŦƛŜǊŎŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŀƴȅ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊ ƛƴ YƛƴƎ {ŀǳƭΩǎ ŀǊƳȅ 
cared to face. In walks David, most likely a scrawny 
ǘŜŜƴŀƎŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅǎΣ άLΩƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ƘƛƳ ƻƴΗέ {ƻΣ ƘŜǊŜΩǎ 
this skinny, inexperienced teenage boy going out to 
meet a nine foot giant, armed only with a slingshot 
and five smooth stones. And we know how the 
ǎǘƻǊȅ ŜƴŘǎΥ 5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ ŀƛƳ ǿŀs true, the giant was 
ƪƛƭƭŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ŀǊƳȅ ǊƻǳǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ tƘƛƭƛǎǘƛƴŜǎΦ  
 
To any casual observer, this story should have 
ended badly for David and the Israelites. So, what 
made the difference? The answer is found in verse 
прΥ ά.ǳǘ 5ŀǾƛŘ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ tƘƛƭƛǎǘƛƴes Ψ¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ 
against me with sword, spear, and scimitar, but I 
come against you in the name of the Lord of 
ƘŜŀǾŜƴƭȅ ŦƻǊŎŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ DƻŘ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ŀǊƳȅΣ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ 
ȅƻǳ ƛƴǎǳƭǘŜŘΦέ 
 
I think this story is instructive for us today. If David 
had gone against Goliath in his own power, he 
would have surely been defeated. But because he 
ƳƻǾŜŘ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ 
victorious. When we face challenges in our church 
and our personal lives, how often do we put the 
cart before the horse? We make plans, strategies 
and mission statements that are wonderful, and 

then we try to accomplish them in our own 
strength. The United Methodist Church in general 
and our church in particular is facing many 
challenges. The UMC is trying to face its problems 
with secular business models, slick marketing and 
political leverage, all couched in the language of 
spirituality. Our church also faces declining 
membership and participation which leads to 
declining programs and budgets. The question 
remains: will we face these challenges with the 
spiritual weapons of prayer, faith, renewed 
commitment, and Christian conversation, or will we 
continue to seek secular solutions to spiritual 
problems? 
 
We also face our own Goliaths in our personal lives. 
Again, we try everything humanly possible before 
we use our spiritual resources to face our giants. Do 
you deal with fear, discouragement, or loneliness? 
How about worry, temptation, and anger? Do you 
procrastinate? Are you crippled by guilt? After 
9ŀǎǘŜǊΣ LΩƳ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǎŜǊƳƻƴ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ǘƛǘƭed 
άCŀŎƛƴƎ 5ƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ Dƛŀƴǘǎ ƛƴ ¸ƻǳǊ [ƛŦŜΦέ L ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
dealing with the very things I just mentioned from a 
biblical and Christian point of view. On page two of 
this issue of the Steeple Chimes you will find more 
details about this series. I look forward to seeing 
you in worship as we move into the most holy 
season on the church calendar. 
 
Blessings! 

Pastor Jim   
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Fifth Sunday Potluck and òBring a 

Friendó Sunday 
ÎApril 30, 9:45 a.m.-1 p.m./Sanctuary, FLC 

What better day to invite a friend, neighbor, 
coworker or acquaintance to church than on a 
Sunday when potluck dinner is served? Plan to 
bring a big casserole or two dishes ςenough to 
serve tenς and remind your friend that guests 
ƴŜŜŘƴΩǘ ōǊƛƴƎ ŦƻƻŘΦ .Ŝ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǿƘƻ ƳƛƎƘǘ 
ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ŀƴ ƛƴǾƛǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ ά.ǊƛƴƎ ŀ CǊƛŜƴŘΗέ 

May UMW Rummage Sale 
Chris Levi, Rummage Sale Coordinator 

Now is the time to gather up all that STUFF you 
want to get rid of at the Rummage Sale! Sharon 
Linnartz and her husband are taking over Food 
Pantry management for Pat and Barbara 
Patterson, so I (Chris Levi) am back again as 
coordinator.   
·Bring donations for sale: Sunday, April 30 until 2 
p.m.; Monday, May 1 until 5 p.m. and Tuesday, 
May 2 until 1 p.m. (We would like donations at 
these times so women can set up on Monday and 
Tuesday ONLY.) 
·Set up Monday and Tuesday. All hands on deck 
both days! Lunch served both days. 
·Sale begins Thursday at 6 p.m. 
 

 
 

Holy Week Worship 
April 9 (Palm Sunday) 10:45 a.m. Our choir presents 

a mini-cantata featuring a string quartet.   

April 13 (Holy Thursday) 7 p.m. This solemn service 

ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘŜǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƭŀǎǘ ǎǳǇǇŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ 
disciples, on the evening he was betrayed.  

April 16 (Easter Sunday) 10:45 a.m. hǳǊ ŎƘƻƛǊΩǎ 

second Holy Week mini-cantata features guest 
musicians as well as {¦a/Ωǎ ƳŜƴΩǎ quartet. 

Easter Lilies Honor Loved Ones  
To purchase a lily for the sanctuary ($7 
per plant prepaid), sign up in the 
welcome area by April 9, or call the 
church office. Lilies can be taken home 
after Easter Sunday worship. 

All-Church Easter Breakfast 
ÎApril 16, 9:30-10:15 a.m./Family Life Center 

United Methodist Men serve their famous sausage 
gravy and biscuits for church family and friends. 
Sign up to contribute egg casseroles, sweet breads, 
fresh fruit or juice.  

After Easter Sermon Series: Facing 

Down the Giants in Your Life 
David was an unlikely candidate to defeat the giant 
Goliath. The whole army of Israel felt small and 
powerless to face this towering giant. Do you ever 
feel that way? A skinny teenage boy was able to 
defeat Goliath with a slingshot, five smooth stones, 
and faith in God. Starting May 7, Pastor Jim is going 
to preach a series of messages on the emotional 
and spiritual giants we face and how to overcome 
them from a Christian perspective. Topics include: 
fear, discouragement, loneliness, worry, 
temptation, anger, procrastination, and guilt. These 
giants will rob you of joy and effectiveness as a 
Christian. Join us as we find biblical weapons to 
slay these giants! 
 

 

Recycle Food Grade Aluminum 
Cheryl Y. Marcum, Creation Care Ministry 

The food grade aluminum recycling bin has 
been relocated from the southwest corner of 
the Family Life Center to the hallway outside 
the Family Life Center adjacent to our recycling 
cabinet and the magazine shelf. A more 
prominent sign is under development to replace 
the small one currently marking the bin. Deposit 
clean aluminum foil, roasting pans, pie pans, all 
kinds of aluminum food pans in this bin for 
recycling.  
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Womenõs Retreat: Ȱ&ÉÇÈÔ "ÁÃË 7ÉÔÈ *ÏÙȱ 
ÎSaturday, April 22, 8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m./SUMC  

Tebby Coffer, Retreat Coordinator 

Hi ladies! LǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ wŜǘǊŜŀǘ 
at Stockton UMC. Come and spend the day with 
other women in worship, Bible study, fellowship 
and much more.  

We have had so much fun and made new friends in 
previous years, so do plan to join us again this year 
if you have attended before. If not, then put it on 
your calendar for this year. Remember the dress is 
casual. Be comfortable. Come planning to retreat, 
relax, laugh, worship, eat (of course) and just have 
a great time. Hope to see you there. 

There is no cost, breakfast and lunch are provided. 
¢ƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǊŜǘǊŜŀǘ ƛǎ άCƛƎƘǘ .ŀŎƪ ²ith 
WƻȅΦέ ¢ƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ Řŀȅ ƻŦ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
based oƴ aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ CŜƛƴōŜǊƎΩǎ ŘŜǾƻǘƛƻƴŀƭ ōƻƻƪ 
άCƭƻǳǊƛǎƘέ ό[ƛǾŜ [ƻǾŜŘΦ [ƛǾŜ CŜŀǊƭŜǎǎΦ [ƛǾŜ CǊŜŜύ ŀƴŘ 
her best-sŜƭƭƛƴƎ .ƛōƭŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ άCƛƎƘǘ .ŀŎƪ ²ƛǘƘ WƻȅΦέ  
Critically acclaimed Feinberg is one of fifty women 
most shaping culture and the church, according to 
Christianity Today.  

What would a flourishing life look like for you? Take 
ŀ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜΧΦ Instead of surviving your 
days, you savor each moment. Every hour you feel 
ŘŀȊȊƭƛƴƎƭȅ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜΦ Plant 
yƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇǘƘǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƛƳƳŜŀǎǳǊŀōle love.  
Grow in courage through persistent and consistent 
prayer. Blossom in freedom by facing the fears that 
hold you back. No matter what you have been 
through or what you are facing, God longs for you 
to thrive. The lush life awaits. Are you ready to 
Flourish? 

Register by calling the church office (276-4717) as 
soon as possible so that we will know how many to 
prepare for. Invite a friend and register them also. 
We will collect non-perishable food for SAMA Food 
Pantry, if you want to bring a donation. 
 

 

4th Dead Electronics and Appliances 

Recycling Drive, April 22 
Janice DunneΣ άDƻ DǊŜŜƴέ ¢ŜŀƳ 

Stockton Elementary School changed its lunch 
program to require that children be given a choice 
of either a carton of milk or a bottle of water with 
lunch. After carefully researching what that might 
mean in terms of additional waste and the 
potential impact that this waste might have on our 
environment, students and their teachers chose to 
start recycling some of those bottles. The 
commitment and enthusiasm they maintain for the 
project is both heartwarming and inspiring.   
 
In that same spirit of commitment and 
ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎƳΣ ǘƘŜ {¦a/ άDƻ DǊŜŜƴέ ǘŜŀƳ ƛǎ 
promoting our fourth dead electronics and 
appliances recycling event, Saturday, April 22, 
8:30-11:30 a.m. in the church parking lot. We will 
collect items only in the parking lot during these 
hours while the large Meredith Recycling truck is 
available to load items to be taken to their facility 
for responsible recycling. 

In cooperation with two local businesses, we are 
ŀŘŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŎƭŜŀƴ 
white Styrofoam blocks (from new appliance 
packaging) and household paints of all types. 
²ƻƻŘȅΩǎ Cŀǎǘ {ǘƻǇ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜƭȅ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ 
the household paint collection at our parking lot. 

Continued on page 4 

Meredith Recycling Truck at SUMC 2016 Dead 
Electronics Recycling Drive 
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4th Dead Electronics and Appliances 

Recycling Drive, April 22 
(continued from page 3) 
We will deliver the Styrofoam blocks to Foam 
Fabricators of El Dorado Springs (clean white 
packaging blocks only, no meat trays, peanuts etc.) 
Please clip and save the following ad that lists items 
to be collected.   
 
At a time when there is so much national resistance 
to spending time, money and effort in support of 
the many years of global research and education on 
human practices that negatively affect our 
environment, we are pleased to have a church 
family that supports our efforts and allows our 
facility to be a beacon to the community in so many 
ways that preserve and protect our environment.   
 
 

                    Recycle Glass at Stockton      

                        Recycling Bins 
Cheryl Y. Marcum, Creation Care Ministry 

{ǘƻŎƪǘƻƴΩǎ ǘǊŀǎƘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ contractor, Republic 
Services, NOW accepts all types of glass food and 
beverage containers for recycling (NO porcelain, 
ceramics, or pane glass) at the Stockton city 
recycling bins. Glass goes in one bin. Tin and 
aluminum cans, plastic bottles and containers (#1-
5 and 7), paper and cardboard comingle in the 
second bin which means you can now comingle 
them at home, too.  

City recycling bins open hours: 2 ς 4 p.m. 
Wednesday, Saturday, Sunday 

Background. Boulevard Brewing Co. in Kansas City 

is a glass intensive business, needing lots of 
furnace ready glass cullet to make beer bottles 
which prior to 2009, mostly went to the landfill. In 
2009, they decided to become part of the solution 
and launched Ripple Glass. They originally 
established about 100 purple glass recycling bins 
all over Kansas City and now they are scattered 
throughout six states, even in Stockton. They need 
amber colored cullet to make their bottles, so at 
their collection plant in Kansas City, they separate 
all amber glass from all the other colors. They ship 
the amber furnace ready cullet to plants that make 
amber colored bottles. They ship all other colored 
cullet to a fiber glass manufacturer in Kansas City. 
 
Creation Impact. The average American uses about 

80 pounds of glass per year. Because glass melts at 
a lower temperature than its raw materials, 
making new glass out of existing glass uses 30 
percent less energy. Recycling one glass bottle 
saves enough energy to power one 23 watt CFL for 
16 hours and dramatically reduces greenhouse 
gases. Every ton of glass recycled prevents 600 
pounds of carbon dioxide from entering our 
atmosphere. Ripple Glass saved 200,000 tons of 
glass from the landfill since 2009! Watch an 
excellent video about the company at 
www.rippleglass.com/about/. 
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Stockton United Methodist Church 
April 2017 Calendar of Events 

Current as of March 23. For updates visit www.stocktonumc.org/calendar 
 
 

 

Key  

FLC ς Family Life Center 
S ς Sanctuary 
LSHF ς Lake Stockton     
             Healthcare Facility   
* Community/individual event 
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April Special Events 
ÎApril 9 (Sunday) 10:45-11:45 a.m. Palm Sunday/Sanctuary 

                                    6 p.m. SAMA Easter Musicale/First Southern Baptist Church 

ÎApril 13 (Thursday) 7-8 p.m. Holy Thursday Service/Sanctuary 

ÎApril 16 (Sunday) 9:30 a.m., 10:45 a.m. Easter Breakfast and Worship 

ÎApril 22 (Saturday) 8:30-11:30 a.m. Dead Appliances and Electronics Drive/Parking Lot 

ÎApril 22 (Saturday) 8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Womenõs Retreat/Room 203, Sanctuary 

ÎApril 28 (Friday) 8 a.m.-9 p.m. Caring for Godõs Creation Conference/Mt. Olivet UMC,     

     Arlington, Va. 
ÎApril 29 (Saturday) 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Cub Scout Pack 69 Pinewood Derby/Family Life Center 

ÎApril 29 (Saturday) 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Peopleõs Climate Movement/U.S. Capitol Grounds,  

     Washington, D.C. 
ÎApril 30 (Sunday) 9:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Fifth Sunday Potluck and òBring a Friendó Sunday 

 

 

Mark Your Calendar Beyond April. . .  
ÎMay 4-6 (Thursday-Saturday) UMW Rummage Sale/Family Life Center 

ÎMay 21 (Sunday) 2 p.m. Stockton High School Graduation/Stockton High School Gym 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                
 

 
       

 
 
 
 
      

 

 Calendar of Special Events  
                 Current as of March 27. For updates, visit www.stocktonumc.org/calendar 
 

 

 

Thanks to everyone who came to the church to be photographed. If you 
ordered frames, they will arrive at your home address prior to your portraits. 

Look for pictorial directories in the welcome area in late May. 
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Birthdays and Anniversaries 
Happy Birthday! Blessed Anniversary! 

 
 

Some personal information is not included in 
Steeple Chimes Web version. 

    
 
 
 
 
        

 
 

 
      

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
        
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April Servants 
Liturgist: Harold Beck 

Sunday Morning Greeters: 

Linda Hall 
Stewart and Angela Thomson 
Jim and Nancy Toombs 

The Mailbox 
 

{!a! CƻƻŘ tŀƴǘǊȅΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ 
needs this month are apple 
sauce, canned fruit and paper 
towels. Please place donations 
in the south hall collection bin. 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Thank all of you for the prayers, kind thoughts, and 
acts of kindness during my recent surgery. I am 
ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŀƴƪŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ tŀǎǘƻǊ WƛƳΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
hospital. 
  Blessings to all, 
  Rose Mary 

Pastor Jim recently heard from ShiǊƭŜȅ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎΩǎ 
son Jeff, ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ {ƘƛǊƭŜȅΩǎ death ƛƴ YŀƴǎŀǎΦ WŜŦŦΩǎ 
kind words about our church family are much 
appreciated. His letter is posted on the south hall 
bulletin board. 
 
 
 
 

Church Council Highlights 
Linda Hall, Recording Secretary 

Finance committee and church council met March 
19 with finance chair Ted Woodrell, council chair 
Marvin Manring, Pastor Jim Coffer, and eight 
members in attendance.  

Finance: Elizabeth reported receipts a little above 
budget. Susan reported a $1,304.79 balance.  Ted 
suggested putting HI-FI and Rainy Day accounts in 
the General Operating account. 

Council: February minutes and financial reports 
were approved. Susan: credit card application has 
been sent in. All signatures are jointly responsible.   

Trustees (Rex): oversaw changing out to LED lights.  
UMM contributed the final $250 needed to 
complete the job. The sanctuary and narthex will 
be changed out. These LED bulbs use about one-
tenth of the power of incandescent bulbs. The 
cracks in the tile need to be addressed again.  

Worship (Pastor Jim): The Presbyterian Church is 
interested in joint Holy Thursday service. The 
UMM plan to serve a sausage and biscuits Easter 
breakfast with volunteers bringing other dishes. 
Rose Mary invited special musicians to accompany 
the choir on Palm and Easter Sundays. Cub Scouts 
requested daily use of the church bus for a three-
day camp in Marshfield. The driver is licensed and 
will be submitted for insurance coverage. 
Approved. Meeting closed with prayer. 
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